9th Annual Value of Life Contest
Oratory Rules - 2012

              The Oratory Contest promotes the ability of high school juniors and seniors to share their pro-life views with others. Although speaking ability is important, this contest also seeks to help our teens organize and express their pro-life views and meet other pro-life teens.

Date:

Thursday, March 1, 2012
Location:
The Center, Providence Retirement Home, 4915 Charlestown Road, New Albany, Indiana
Time:

6:00 – 8:00 p.m.



Contestants are to arrive by 5:30 p.m.



Rules:

1. High school juniors and seniors (including home school students), in that grade February 1 of the year of the competition who either live in or attend school in Clark, Floyd, Harrison, and Crawford counties in Indiana are eligible to compete. 

2. Students who have competed in their junior year may compete the following year as seniors (with an entirely new speech) except if the student has won first place the previous year. Second place winners may compete again.

3. Contestants are to research, write, and present an original pro-life speech on abortion, infanticide, euthanasia, or stem cell research.  

4. The speech is to be 5-7 minutes in length.    

5. The speech is an oration. Appropriate gestures are allowed. Props are not allowed

6. Contestants are to use up-to-date factual information. Our website: www.rtlsoin.org is an excellent resource.
7. The style or speech type should be appropriate to the message of the speech. Any type the student deems appropriate is acceptable (except a dramatic presentation). A dramatic presentation is considered anything read or performed that has been previously written; a short story, a poem, etc. Although quotes to support a position or statement are appropriate, they may not dominate the speech, and should be appropriately cited. Dramatic is also defined, for the purposes of this contest, to include acting as a thing or another person, such as acting out the life of an unborn baby. This rule is not to be interpreted to rule out the use of emotion. The style or speech type should be appropriate to the message of the speech.  Contestants are strongly encouraged to memorize their speeches.  Speeches that are read will receive a lower score.

8. No copyrighted speeches shall be used in the contest.

9. A typewritten copy of the speech must be emailed to the office at rtlsoin.att.net no later than noon on Wednesday, February 29th.

10. Contestants will be judged in four areas: introduction, content, presentation, and conclusion. Contestants will be given a score of 1-10, with 10 being the best, in each area. Each judge’s scores are then added together for a total - with a perfect score being 40. The total scores from all judges are then added together to achieve a grand total.  

11. The contest may be videotaped or recorded.  The tape will remain the property of Right to Life of Southern Indiana.  

12. If deemed necessary due to a large number of participants, a preliminary round may be scheduled.  Contestants will be notified should this occur.  
13. The Contest Director will break ties. The Contest Director’s decision concerning the winner will be final.


Registration

The completed application must be received no later than Wednesday, February 22, 2012 and mailed to Right to Life of Southern Indiana, Attn: Oratory Contest, 1819 State Street, Suite 202, New Albany, Indiana 47150.

$200 First Place –  $100 Second Place –  $50 Third Place

$25 Award for all additional  participants
The winner will advance to the state contest to be held Indianapolis on Satuday, May 5th. The winner of the state contest will advance to the national contest to be held June 30th, 2012 in Washington, D.C. 
Prizes

Local contest:

$200 First Place - $100 Second Place - $50 Third Place - $25 Award to all additional participants

State contest

First Place: All expense paid trip to the National Contest in Washington, D.C. for the winner and one parent or guardian – Second Place: $200 – Third Place: $150 – Fourth Place: $100 – Honorable Mentions: $50
National contest:

$1,000 First Place - $750 Second Place - $500 Third Place - $250 Fourth Place

******************************************************************************************

ORATORY CONTEST APPLICATION FORM

Name:














Address: 













City:  




 State: 



Zip Code: 



Telephone #: 




 E-mail: ___________________________________________

Name of School: 






 Grade: _____________________________

How did you hear about the contest?  _________________________________________________________________

Deadline for Registration: Wednesday, February 22, 2012
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