9th Annual Value of Life Contest
Essay Rules - 2012

The Right To Life of Southern Indiana Essay Contest strives to foster an appreciation for and encourage the study of the pro-life philosophy among Southern Indiana’s 5th through 10th grade students. By participating in the contest, young people will grow in their understanding that all human life is precious and deserving of protection.

Prizes

$50 First Place - $25 Second Place - $10 Third Place (for each level of competition)

Level I

5th through 7th grade students – Essay length: 500 words

Level II

8th through 10th grade students – Essay length: 750 words

Requirements

1. Students (including home school students) either living or attending school in Clark, Crawford, Floyd, and Harrison counties in Indiana are eligible to compete.
2. Students are to research and write an original pro-life essay on one of the following topics: abortion, infanticide, euthanasia or stem cell research.
3. Essays are to be typewritten, no smaller than 12 pt font and double-spaced.  Essays must cite all sources.

4. The student should use up-to-date factual information. Our website at www.rtlsoin.org is an excellent resource.
5. The following information must be included with each essay: students name, school name, grade and the name of the teacher. If home schooled, please include a phone number and/or email address.

Criteria

Entries will be judged in four areas: evidence of research, correctly addressing the topic, expression of ideas, and language structure.  A committee of judges selected by Right to Life of Southern Indiana will read and judge all essays.  Essays will be judged first and foremost on content. Should there be a need to break a tie, the judges will use factors such as the length of the essay to determine the winners. An essay will not be disqualified because of its length.  
Entries

Essays may be mailed to Right to Life of Southern Indiana, Attn: Essay Contest, 1819 State Street, Suite 202, New Albany, Indiana 47150 and must be received no later than February 22, 2012 OR entries can be delivered to the Right to Life of Southern Indiana office between 8:30 – 5:00, M – F and dropped through the mail slot.  All entries become the property of Right to Life of Southern Indiana.

Prizes will be awarded Thursday, March 1, 2012 at the Oratory Contest that will be held at The Center, Providence Retirement Home, 4915 Charlestown Road, New Albany, IN. The contest begins at 6:00 p.m. Participants are encouraged to arrive no later than 5:30 p.m. 
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